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This is how we know what love is:  
Jesus Christ laid down his life for us.  

And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters.  
If anyone has material possessions  
and sees a brother or sister in need  

but has no pity on them,  
how can the love of God be in that person?  

Dear children,  
let us not love with words or speech  

but with actions and in truth. 
— 1 John 3: 16-18 

Sunday Worship Outline 
Pastor Barbara Anne Keely 

July 4  (Lord’s Supper) 
Mark 4:34-44                   
“After the Storm” 

(If you are attending virtually, remem-
ber to prepare your own communion 
elements beforehand.) 

July  11    
Ephesians 1:3-14             
“Spiritual Blessings” 

July 18     
Ephesians 2:11-22         
“Christ as Cornerstone” 

July 25     
Ephesians 3:14-21         
“Filled with the Fullness of God” 

Communion Options 
Barbara Anne Keely 

We have been 
able to celebrate 
the Lord’s Sup-
per in the sanc-
tuary these past 
months by us-
ing purchased packets of a plastic cup with 
grape juice and a small piece of gluten-free 
bread.   

Beginning July 4th, we will return to passing the 
plate of bread and the tray of cups.  If you would 
still prefer to use the individually sealed packets, 
they will be available in the narthex.  Pick one 
up before you are seated.   

Also, if you prefer gluten-free bread, please con-
tinue to use the packets.   

We will not be doing communion by intinction 
in the near future.  Any questions, please con-
tact Dave Tillman or Barbara Anne Keely  
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Session, Admin and Deacons had their annual 
gathering on June 17th, and began to discuss 
ministry strengths of First Presbyterian.  The 
Session has spent time over the past months 
identifying ministries, and what groups are re-
sponsible for each.  Julie Lokken developed a 
chart that helped us to see how many ministries 
that we value involve various committees and 
lots of members.  And a good discussion was 
begun, that helped us realize it is helpful to take 
the time to explicitly look at the work of the 
church.  This conversation will continue within 
and among Session, Deacons and Admin in the 
months to come.   

Last spring a majority of members met on Zoom 
(most for the first time!) in small groups, to 
share favorite memories and name what you 
value about this church.  During September, 
groups met after worship services and some in-
dividuals were interviewed, as many of you 
named your hopes and dreams for the future of 
this church.  All of this was used to develop First 
Presbyterian’s 2020 Mission Statement, which 
was presented to the Presbytery Committee on 
Ministry and was used by the Pastor Nominat-
ing Committee (PNC) to develop the materials 
being shared with potential pastoral candidates.   

The opening section of the Mission Statement 
declares:  

“As we begin the process of calling a new pas-
tor, we have clarified who we are at this point in 
time:     

• Our commitment to be faithful to God is 
strong, and we desire to grow in our faith, 
both as a church community and as baptized 
members of this church. 

• Our strength is found in our understanding 
of being a family of God.  We are deeply 
committed to each other, and welcome oth-
ers into this family with joy. 

• Service and local mission are areas of growth 
that we both recognize and have begun to 
identify directions for our future.” 

As the PNC has been in-
volved in the search process 
since December, discerning 
who God might be calling to 
serve as First’s next installed 
pastor, the Session began 
the process of naming the 
church’s strengths and, in 
the process, beginning to 
identify potential gaps in the 
church’s ministries.  Like the earlier Mission 
Statement, this work helpfully identifies who the 
church is at this time.  It will be a valuable on-
going tool, as the church leaders and your new 
pastor seek to move this congregation forward.   

And, with these materials in the hands of the 
church leaders, we have completed the major 
leadership pieces that are part of this “transi-
tional time” at First Presbyterian.  The leader-
ship groups do not meet in July; so as they move 
into August and September, excitedly awaiting 
the calling of a pastoral candidate to become 
your next installed pastor, they have much to 
think about and be ready to use, to both intro-
duce the pastor to this wonderful church and to 
move you forward into the next 150 years of First 
Presbyterian.  

A note on my continuing education time in late 
June:  I am a staying at an Episcopal Benedic-
tine men’s monastery in New York State, enjoy-
ing the rhythm of their life together.  I am par-
ticipating in their worship and prayer services 
five times a day, appreciating the 12 hours of si-
lence (“Grand Silence”, from 8:30pm through 
breakfast), and immersing myself in The Letter 
to the Church at Ephesus.  During July and Au-
gust, I will be preaching through Ephesians. I 
am grateful to have this quiet time away to dive 
deeply into the letter, and share with you what I 
hear God saying. 

Blessings, 
Barbara Anne Keely, transitional pastor  
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FPC Will Not Be in the 
2021 Spirit of  the Lakes Parade 
Dave Tillman 

The Mound Sprit of the Lakes 
Festival was canceled in 2020 
because of pandemic-related 
restrictions.  It is returning to 
Mound in 2021.  However, FPC 
will not be participating this 
year.  There is not enough time 
for us to pull this together.  

FPC had provided a float for this parade in 2019, 
and several years previous.  We used this as an 
opportunity increase our visibility in the com-
munity, including advertising for the McCulley 
Fall Festival.  

Clyde and Denise Bonnema started our partici-
pation in this event, and lead the effort to make 
it happen.  However, they want someone else to 
take over running the show.  We thank them for 
the effort, creativity, and energy that they 
brought.  This tradition would not have hap-
pened without them.  Thank you. 

For 2022, we are looking for someone to take 
over.  Give it some thought, and contact Sue 
Potter if you want to help lead this fun summer 
event.  If it sounds daunting, remember that 
“Many hands make light work.” 

On the Move 
 
Naida Franke has been living with her daughter, 
Tania Frankie, since the pandemic began.  
Since her recent heart attack, she is on hospice 
and will continue to live with Tania.  Here is 
contact information if you’d like to be in touch 
with her: 

Naida Frankie 
c/o Tania Frankie 
3357 Polk St.NE 
Minneapolis, MN 55418 

Phone: 612-781-1576 

Directory Updates: Final Notice 
Lori Greenblat, Administrative Assistant 

If you have moved, or 
changed a phone number, 
please send your updated 
information to Lori 
Greenblat at: 

office@catchourspirit.org. 

The directory will be updated in July and sent 
out to the congregation.  Please get your up-
dates in by June 30! 

Thank You! 
 

FPC’s 150th Anniversary 
                                  Celebration 
Julie Lokken 

In 2021, the First Presbyterian Church of Maple 
Plain marks 150 years of worshiping God as a 
family of faith.  To commemorate this signifi-
cant milestone, Session is seeking members of 
FPC who would like to participate in planning a 
celebration on Sunday, November 21st.   

If you are interested in participating as a mem-
ber or chair/co-chair of the FPC 150th Celebra-
tion Committee, please contact Pastor Barbara 
Anne Keely or Julie Lokken.  All are welcome to 
help make this celebration special! 

  

mailto:office@catchourspirit.org
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May Session Meeting Update 
Julie Lokken 

The Session held its annual joint meeting with 
the Deacons and Admin Committee on June 
17th. Reports were shared from each elder of cur-
rent activities and discussions. Following are 
highlights from the June meeting. 

• Each leadership board, Session, Deacons 
and Admin, shared highlights of work done 
over the past year. With each board respond-
ing to the needs of the pandemic in various 
ways, it was a busy year for all. 

• An overview of strengths, opportunities, 
gaps, and areas of focus identified by all 
three boards was discussed. As FPC contin-
ues its journey, these areas will provide input 
and direction for prioritizing activities that 
support our values and help to define who 
we are as a church family. 

• Session and the Admin Committee dis-
cussed the needs and maintenance of the 
parking lot. It was decided that Admin 

would begin researching and gathering bids 
for rebuilding the lot. 

• Session discussed a questionnaire that is be-
ing executed by the Presbytery’s Anti-
Racism Task Force this summer.  It was de-
cided that FPC would not participate this 
year due to questions about data being gath-
ered, but would revisit the opportunity again 
in future years. 

• The Evangelism Committee has begun dis-
cussions of updating the FPC web site.  It 
was agreed to enter a contract to begin work 
updating the site. 

• Beginning in July, passing the bread and 
cup during communion will resume.  Both 
gluten free and regular bread options will be 
available. The pre-packaged bread and cup 
that has been used since in-person worship 
resumed in October will also be available to 
those who prefer that option. 

• The next regularly stated Session meeting 
will be held on August 19th. 

Pastor Nominating Committee 
Mark Anderson 

The Pastor Nominating 
Committee (PNC) con-
tinues to meet weekly.  
We completed a total of 
six screening interviews 
with candidates that 
showed an interested us.  We then conducted 
second interviews on Zoom with three of those 
candidates.  The second interview gets more in-
depth with questions about their theological 
views and about how they work with their con-
gregations. 

The next steps involve talking to their references 
and relaying names to Presbytery so they can 
work on what steps they normally do in this pro-
cess. 

Please continue to pray for us to receive God’s 
wisdom and guidance as we go through this 
search process. 

If you have any questions regarding the work of 
the PNC, please send them to Mark Anderson at 
m.d.anderson@frontiernet.net or to the PNC at 
PNC@catchourspirit.org. 

The Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) con-
tinues to meet weekly.  We reviewed several 
more Pastoral Information Forms (PIF) this 
month that were matched to us on the Presby-
tery website.  
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Sermons We See 
Edgar A Guest 

I’d rather see a sermon  
than hear one any day, 

I’d rather one should walk with me  
than merely show the way.  

The eye’s a better pupil  
and more willing than the ear; 

Fine counsel is confusing,  
but example’s always clear:  

And the best of all the preachers  
are the men who live their creeds, 

For to see the good in action  
is what everybody needs.  

I can soon learn how to do it  
if you’ll let me see it done. 

I can watch your hands in action,  
but your tongue too fast may run.  

And the lectures you deliver  
may be very wise and true; 

But I’d rather get my lesson  
by observing what you do. 

For I may misunderstand you  
and the high advice you give, 

But there’s no misunderstanding  
how you act and how you live. 

 

 

“Sermons We See” is from the book The Light of Faith by Edgar A. 
Guest, copyright 1926 by The Reilly & Lee Co., Chicago. 
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Dave Larsen 2  Kaily Moeller 13 

Megan Baker 7  Azah Bang Nde 15 

Russ Heinzen 8  Karen Anderson 17 

Todd Barkus 11  Jill Schmidt 17 

Grover McElderry 12  Ameila Moeller 30 

Cal Drews 13  Andrew Kusske 31 

 

 

 
 

Joan & Bill Clark 13 

Jeanne & Grover McElderry 17 

Brenda & Todd Barkus 21 

 

 

 
 Liturgist Usher(s) 

July 4, 9am; Communion Mark Prok Sue Prok & Betsy Wolfe 

July 11, 9am Kyle Schmidt Kyle Schmidt 

July 18, 9am Praise Sunday Helen Chun 

July 25, 9am Carol Anderson Victoria Wise 

 



 

 

Sunday Holy Yoga Suspended 
Dave Tillman 

Holy Yoga on Sunday morning is being suspended 
for the Summer.  It will resume in the fall. 

This does not apply to the Tuesday morning Holy 
Yoga class.  That will continue through the summer. 

 
  

The latest calendar is available at: 

www.CatchOurSpirit.org 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

27 
10:00 AM Outdoor and Streaming 

Worship  

 

28 29 
9:30 AM - 10:30 

AM Holy Yoga, 

streaming on Zoom  

30 1 2 3 

4 
9:00 AM In the Sanctuary and 

Streaming Worship  

10:00 AM Fellowship  

 

5 6 
9:30 AM - 10:30 

AM Holy Yoga, 

streaming on Zoom  

7 8 9 10 

11 
9:00 AM In the Sanctuary and 

Streaming Worship  

10:00 AM Fellowship  

12 13 
9:30 AM - 10:30 

AM Holy Yoga, 

streaming on Zoom  

7:00 PM Admin 

Committee on 

Zoom  

14 15 
Services at Haven 

Homes  

16 17 

18 
Maple Leaf Deadline  

9:00 AM In the Sanctuary and 

Streaming Worship  

10:00 AM Fellowship  

19 20 
9:30 AM - 10:30 

AM Holy Yoga, 

streaming on Zoom  

21 22 23 24 

25 
9:00 AM In the Sanctuary and 

Streaming Worship  

10:00 AM Fellowship  

26 27 
9:30 AM - 10:30 

AM Holy Yoga, 

streaming on Zoom  

28 29 
1:00 PM-7:00PM 
Red Cross Blood 
Drive at FPC 

30 31 

 

http://www.catchourspirit.org/


 

 

 
First Presbyterian Church 
558 County Road 110 
Maple Plain, MN 55359 

Address correction requested. 

                       

              

 

 

 

 

 

July 2021 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church of  Maple Plain 763-479-2158 
 
Office Hours: Closed 

 

Pastor Rev. Dr. Barbara Anne Keely pastor@CatchOurSpirit.org 
Administrative Assistant Lori Greenblat  office@CatchOurSpirit.org 
Youth Director Mary Cookinham  maresmarios@gmail.com 
Choir Director David Tillman  ChoirDirector@CatchOurSpirit.org 
Clerk of Session Julie Lokken  julie@lokkenconsulting.us 
Deacons Chair Mark & Sue Prok  mprok@frontiernet.net 
Prayer Chain Leader Todd Barkus  prayerchain@CatchOurSpirit.org 
Maple Leaf Editor David Tillman  MapleLeaf@CatchOurSpirit.org 
 
 
Website: www.CatchOurSpirit.org 

mailto:pastor@CatchOurSpirit.org

