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“Do not let your hearts be troubled.  
You believe in God; believe also in me.  
My Father’s house has many rooms;  

if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you?  
And if I go and prepare a place for you,  

I will come back and take you to be with me  
that you also may be where I am. 

You know the way to the place where I am going.” 
— John 14:1-4 

March is Food Share Month 
Sue & Mark Prok 

FPC’s Deacons are once again 
coordinating the annual Minne-
sota Food Share March Cam-
paign to help restock local food 
shelves.  Faith communities like 
FPCMP play a large role in en-
suring that local food shelves 

have the supplies they need to serve the one in 
ten Minnesotans who experience hunger. 

All funds and food items collected will benefit 
the Mound Westonka food shelf.  Checks may 
be written to Mound Westonka Food Shelf and 
included in the offertory or mailed to the church 
office.  Please do not write your check to FPC. 

Stay tuned for more information throughout the 
month of March! 

Mid-week Lenten Services 
Pastor Barbara Anne Keely 

As we journey through Lent, I am inviting you 
to share a deeper look at The Lord’s Prayer.  We 
all “know it by head”, as we have some version 
of it memorized.  The Wednesday Lenten Ser-
vices are inviting us to “know it by heart”, as we 
explore the depth of each phrase in the Prayer.  
The service also includes extended time for per-
sonal prayer, as we seek to deepen our relation-
ships with God.  Join us at 6:30pm, for 30 
minutes in the sanctuary, on Facebook, or by 
Zoom. 

March 3:  “Your kingdom come,”  

March 10: “Your will be done, on earth as in 
heaven.” 

March 17: “Give us today our daily bread;” 

March 24: “Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us.” 

April 1 (Maundy Thursday): “Save us from the 
time of trial and deliver us from evil.” 

April 4 (Easter): “For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and for-
ever.”  
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Assessing the Overall Life and 
Ministries of  This Church 
Pastor Barbara Anne Keely 
 
As we know from our personal and professional 
lives, it helps to periodically sit back and assess 
“how’s it going?”  Part of the work of this “tran-
sitional time between installed pastors” is for 
the church leadership to do in-depth analyses of 
the church’s ministries, as well as processes and 
procedures that organize the church’s life.   

The Session has already begun naming 
strengths and opportunities in the church, and 
Deacons and Admin will also assess what their 
work involves.  The work of the church leader-
ship is to develop a helpful overview of the 

church’s life at this time, 
and begin to consider what 
strengths can be nurtured, 
what activities might be set 
aside, and what new activi-
ties might be added, as you 
move into the future.   

My responsibility is to help 
get this work done during 
this transition so that, as your new pastor ar-
rives, she or he can use it, as a current assess-
ment of the church.  It will be one of the tools 
your next installed pastor and Session will use, 
as they begin to discern where God might be 
leading First Presbyterian.   

The small groups that many of you participated 
in during the spring and fall were another part of 
the transitional work, as what developed out of 
those conversations became the church’s new 
Mission Statement.   
 

Update from February Session 
Meeting Update 
Julie Lokken 

The Session held its monthly stated meeting on 
February 18th.  Reports were shared from each 
elder of current activities and discussions.  Fol-
lowing are highlights from that meeting. 

• Newly installed elders, Carol Anderson, Sue 
Potter and Dave Tillman, participated in the 
first stated meeting of their new terms fol-
lowing their installation on February 14th.  

• Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC):  On 
February 11th, Session met to review and pro-
vide feedback on the Ministry Information 
Form (MIF) drafted by the PNC.  Upon re-
ceiving the Session’s feedback, the PNC 
quickly met to revise the MIF which was 
then approved by the Session on February 
14th for submission to the Committee on 

Ministry.  Session thanks the PNC for the 
time and effort they have committed to cre-
ating a very well-written representation of 
FPC. 

• Barbara Anne will be leading the Session 
through a process of identifying strengths, 
opportunities, and aspirations to help clarify 
focus areas for our future, aligned with 
FPC’s Mission as a church.  For starters, 
Session members have been asked to reflect 
on what we see to be our greatest strengths 
and aspirations.  What does the church do 
well?  As a church, what are our greatest as-
sets, resources, capabilities, and accom-
plishments?  Responses to these open-ended 
questions will be used to explore perspec-
tives of how we might fully live the Mission 
of FPC. 

• Upcoming meetings:  The session will meet 
again at the next stated meeting on March 18th. 
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Sunday Worship Outline 
Pastor Barbara Anne Keely 

March 7 — Lord’s Supper 
John 2:13-22   
“For Sale or Salvation?” 

(If you are attending virtually, remember 
to prepare your own communion elements 
beforehand.) 

March 14 
John 3:14-21   
“The Light of True Love” 

March 21 — Praise Sunday 
John 12:20-33 and Jeremiah 31:31-34 
“They Shall Know Me” 

March 28 — Passion Sunday 
Mark 15:1-39 & Philippians 2:5-11 
“Embodied Humility” 

 

 

Message from Jim Shannon 
Carol Anderson 

Carol spoke with Jim Shannon this week.  He 
and Janet are living at “The Altitude”—a senior 
building near Flying Cloud Airport in Eden 
Prairie.  They are in quarantine in their apart-
ment due to some people there with the virus.   
However, they have had their vaccinations                                             
and are just glad to be together.    

Jim would enjoy a call.  
The best times to call 
are:  

o 10–11am 
o 1–4pm 
o 6–7pm  

 Phone:  952-995-1237 

He and Janet send greetings to all.   

 
 
Dear Church Family, 
Thank you for your prayers concerning our son-
in-law, Chris. He continues to improve, but 
complete recovery will take many months. 
Sincere thanks, 
Linda and Cal Drews 

  

No March Anniversaries  
(that we know of) 

Happy March Birthday to. . . 
  

Elana Sederholm 1  Kaytlin Sederholm 13 
Nancy Riddell-Dudra 5  Ginny MacCharles 19 
Julie Maas-Kusske 6  Brenda Barkus 21 
Dorothy Caster 7  Caryn Wickland 23 
Sue Potter 10  Mike Skinner 28 
Judy Denneson 12  
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Pastor Nominating Committee 
Mark Anderson 

The Pastor Nominating 
Committee (PNC) com-
pleted the Ministry Infor-
mation Form (MIF) and it 
was approved by both Ses-
sion and the Committee on 
Ministry (COM). The COM complimented us 
on the MIF work we did.  We plan to have it 
posted on the national website by March 1st.  It 
will also be posted on catchourspirit.org for the 
congregation to view. 

Once on the national website, those searching 
for new job opportunities can post their Pastoral 
Information Form (PIF).  The PIF is essentially 
their resume.  These are reviewed by the PNC 
and then selections are made to begin the inter-
view process.  We hope to be interviewing early 
this spring. 

Please continue to pray for us to receive God’s 
wisdom and guidance as we go through this 
search process.  

If you have any questions regarding the work of 
the PNC, please send them to Mark Anderson at 
m.d.anderson@frontiernet.net or to the PNC at 
PNC@catchourspirit.org. 

Presbytery of  the Twin Cities 
February 6, 2021 Meeting 
Carol Anderson 

The first Presbytery meeting of 2021 was attend-
ed by our commissioners: Phil Benson, Pat 
Hasse and Carol Anderson. 

Julie Lokken attended also as she has become a 
member of the Crisis Support Team.  This is an 
appointment that fits her experience, and she 
looks forward to working on this team.   

A sad item of discussion was the closing of two 
churches in western Wisconsin at Ellsworth and 
Hagar City.  They have a great history going 
back to 1892 with the installation of a pastor, fol-
lowed by the building of a church in each town.  
Through the years they both grew and shared 
ministers.  At this time, their memberships have 
dwindled to below 10 in one and similarly small 
numbers in the other.  Their last pastor was 
dismissed during this meeting. 

Finally, there was the examination of two people 
who have been working towards becoming Min-
isters in the PTCA.  They have finished the work 
and education that needed to be done and gave 
their Statements of Faith to the gathering.  Both 
were quite articulate and ready to begin new 
lives as pastors. 

Mission 
Pat Hasse 

Dana Jensen has volun-
teered to join the Carol A 
and me on the 2021 mission committee.  We 
would still appreciate having one or two others 
join us.  For more information talk to Pat H. 

One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) is an op-
portunity to share God’s love with our neighbors 
throughout the world.  OGHS monies are divid-
ed between the following programs: Hunger, 
Disaster and for those living in pov-
erty/oppression.  We certainly are seeing disas-

ters such as in Texas.  OGHS monies from last 
year will be there for people right now. 

Our church has participated in this offering for 
many years.  Whatever you can share (a little or 
a lot) is deeply appreciated.  There are enve-
lopes at church, or you can make a check to 
First Presbyterian noting that it is for OGHS.  
This offering will be taken thru Easter Sunday.  
For more specific information on how these 
funds are used, just check out the web site.  
Search the internet for “Presbyterian Special Of-
ferings OGHS”. 

THANK YOU! 



 

 

march  
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday/Saturday 
28 
9:00 AM:2nd Sunday 
of Lent 
In the Sanctuary and 
Streaming Worship  
10:30 AM - 11:30 AM 
Holy Yoga   

1 2 
6:30 PM 
Deacons on 
Zoom  

3 
6:30 PM In the 
Sanctuary and 
Streaming Lenten 
Worship  

4 5 6 

7 
9:00 AM:3rd Sunday 
of Lent 
In the Sanctuary and 
Streaming Worship  
10:30 AM - 11:30 AM 
Holy Yoga   

8 9 
7:00 PM 
Admin 
Committee 
on Zoom  

10 
6:30 PM In the 
Sanctuary and 
Streaming Lenten 
Worship  

11 12 13 

14 
9:00 AM:4th Sunday 
in Lent 
In the Sanctuary and 
Streaming Worship  
10:30 AM - 11:30 AM 
Holy Yoga  
SPRING AHEAD!  

15 16 17 
6:30 PM In the 
Sanctuary and 
Streaming Lenten 
Worship 

  

18 
6:30 PM Session 
on Zoom  

19 20 

21 
Maple Leaf Deadline  
9:00 AM:5th Sunday 
in Lent 
In the Sanctuary and 
Streaming Worship  
10:30 AM - 11:30 AM 
Holy Yoga   

22 23 24 
6:30 PM In the 
Sanctuary and 
Streaming Lenten 
Worship  

25 26 27 

28 
9:00 AM: Palm Sun-
day 
In the Sanctuary and 
Streaming Worship  
10:30 AM - 11:30 AM 
Holy Yoga   

29 30 31 1 
Maundy Thurs-
day 

2 
Good Friday 

3 

 
 

The latest calendar is available at: 
catchourspirit.org.  
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First Presbyterian Church of  Maple Plain 763-479-2158 
 
Office Hours: Closed 

 

Pastor Rev. Dr. Barbara Anne Keely pastor@CatchOurSpirit.org 
Administrative Assistant Lori Greenblat  office@CatchOurSpirit.org 
Youth Director Mary Cookinham  maresmarios@gmail.com 
Choir Director David Tillman  ChoirDirector@CatchOurSpirit.org 
Clerk of Session Julie Lokken  julie@lokkenconsulting.us 
Deacons Chair Mark & Sue Prok  mprok@frontiernet.net 
Prayer Chain Leader Todd Barkus  prayerchain@CatchOurSpirit.org 
Maple Leaf Editor David Tillman  MapleLeaf@CatchOurSpirit.org 
 
 
Website: www.CatchOurSpirit.org 


