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We are a nurturing community of believers, centered in the word of God, spreading the love of
Christ, caring for people and all crea on.

First Presbyterian Church of Maple Plain (FPC) is commi ed to providing a safe and healthy 
church premises for all our church members, guests and employees.  To ensure we remain safe 
while at church, FPC has developed a COVID-19 Preparedness Plan in compliance with the State
of Minnesota guidelines.  A copy of the plan is available upon request from the church office

The Session is commi ed to use of the church property in a manner that will keep us safe.  As 
we are able to determine the capacity of the church for worship and other ac vi es while 
following safety guidelines, the Session will approve a par al or full reopening while following 
State and Federal Guidelines.  As circumstances change, the Preparedness Plan and this 
guidance will be updated with changes and they will be communicated to church members, 
guests and employees.

We want to empower you with op ons and the informa on necessary to make your own 
decisions and  we support each of you as you process and decide what is best for you. We 
understand that the perspec ves on the best course of ac on are wide, various and 
constantly evolving.  Please journey with us with grace, flexibility, pa ence, understanding 
and love.

Our church members, guests and employees are precious to us and FPC is serious about their 
safety, health and protec on.  Our goal is to mi gate the poten al for transmission of COVID-
19 in our church premises and communi es, and that requires full coopera on among our 
church members, guests, and employees.
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Occupancy

The safest place for worship is at home livestreaming via Facebook or Zoom, dial-in, or from 
recordings.   All are encouraged to con nue to worship in this way even with the church 
reopened for worship.  Mee ngs should take place via teleconference or Zoom and 
employees will con nue to work from home and only come to the church premises as 
needed.  

Outdoor ac vi es will need to meet the State guidelines for maximum capacity and social 
distancing.  

Other than worship, no more than 10 people will be allowed in the building at one me unless 
approved by Session.

Indoor worship, when in the sanctuary, will be limited to 40 people  This may be fewer 
depending on sea ng arrangements while maintaining social distancing.  Addi onal sea ng will 
be available in the fellowship hall with social distancing maintained.

All persons will be required to sign-in when at the church grounds. 

Self-Health Check & Prepara ons

Church members, guests, and employees are required to self-monitor for signs and symptoms 
of COVID-19.

If you are currently not feeling well or have any of the following symptoms you must stay 
home:

 Fever or feeling feverish (greater than 100 degrees)
 Chills
 A new cough
 Difficulty breathing or shortness of breath
  A new sore throat
 New muscle aches
 New headache
 New loss of smell or taste

Those who do come to the church grounds must complete a self-check (form a ached) prior to 
or upon arriving on the church grounds and, if any ques ons are answered “yes”, they should 
not come to the church property.  
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Addi onally:
 Anyone who has been diagnosed or has symptoms, has a family member that has been 

diagnosed or has symptoms, or has been in physical contact with anyone who has been 
diagnosed or has symptoms will not allowed on the church grounds un l they have met 
the minimum quaran ne me required by the State of Minnesota (currently 14 days).

 Anyone at the church grounds that is not feeling well or displays symptoms will be asked
to go home.

 Anyone that is included in the State of Minnesota defini on as higher risk encouraged 
not come to the church grounds

Social distancing 

Indoors:
 All persons must wear a mask in the church building, except the worship team leaders 

(limited to 3) during worship.
 Maintain physical distancing of at least 6 feet.
 Avoid congrega ng in the entryways to the building – maintain social distancing.
 Worshippers in the sanctuary must be at least 15 feet from the chancel edge, leaving 

the first three pews empty.
 All worshippers in the sanctuary will be escorted to their seats by the ushers and the 

church will be filled from front to back.  A er the service the ushers will dismiss the 
congrega on from back to front to back and worshippers are asked to leave the 
building.  

 Ushers will sea ng worshippers in the fellowship hall from back to front and dismissal 
will be from front to back with worshippers depar ng through the door next to the 
kitchen.

 Mask must be worn while singing inside the building, except for up to three worship 
leaders.

Outdoors:
 Par cipants are encouraged to maintain a social distance that is comfortable for them 

with a minimum 6-feet required.
 Immediate families can stay together without maintaining a 6-foot distance.  
 Par cipants may choose to par cipate in a vehicle with only family members allowed in each 

vehicle. If windows are open, vehicles should be at least 6 feet apart
 Masks are required before worship begins for outdoor church services. Once seated and a 

minimum of 6 feet apart from others, masks may be removed.
 Worship team members are not required to wear a mask.  
 Outdoor par cipants will bring their own chairs or other supplies and equipment.
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Hygiene 
Basic infec on preven on measures are being implemented at our church premises. 

 All persons are encouraged to wash their hands for at least 20 seconds with soap and 
water if they come in contact with hard surfaces and a er use of the restrooms while at 
church.  Addi onally, persons entering church premises are required to wash or sani ze 
their hands prior to or immediately upon entering the facility. 

 Please avoid touching your face, touching surfaces, or touching others (except for family
members).

 All persons on the church grounds are required to cover their cough or sneeze. Tissues 
will be provided.

 Hand-sani zer dispensers (that use sani zers of greater than 60% alcohol) and ssues 
will be located at entrances and other loca ons in the church premises.

 Please bring your own mask.  Masks will be provided for those that arrive at the church 
without one.

 Cleaning supplies will be provided in the bathrooms and those using the bathrooms 
should wipe surfaces (handles, faucets, doorknobs, etc.) with the disinfectant disposable
wipes before leaving.  Use disinfectant wipes to close the door and deposit the used 
cloth in the wastebasket outside of the bathroom.

 Food may be brought to the church for personal or family consump on but may not be 
shared. The church will not provide food at the church premises. Church members, 
guests, and employees may bring their own non-alcoholic beverages.  The church may 
provide beverages in single serving cans and/or bo les.

 Communion, if provided at the church, will be served with prepackaged elements and 
distributed with gloves/hand sani zer.

 Pens, if used, will be disinfected a er use.
 Offering will be placed in a basket upon entry at the back of the church.
 Hymnals and bibles will not be provided for services.  
 Bulle ns will be placed in the pews prior to the service for indoor services. 
 A endees will take bulle ns, used ssues or any other personal items when they exit the 

church.
 Ushers will wear gloves if handing out bulle ns or other items.  

Singing

 Singing is allowed indoors during worship.  Masks are required and worshippers should either
hum or sing so ly. 

 For outdoor worship maintain a social distance of at least 6 feet and sing in a low-level voice.
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Repor ng
If you have been to the church premises and have been diagnosed, have symptoms, or have 
been exposed to COVID-19, please contact Sharon Sederholm (763-441-5483) or Kyle Schmidt 
(612-801-2249) as soon as possible.  If no answer, leave a message.  Please indicate that you 
were in the building and what dates you were there.  We will not share your name.  Only the 
date(s) will be shared.

No fica on
Whenever we are aware that an employee, member or guest has been diagnosed, has 
symptoms or was exposed to Covid-19, we will send a no ce of the date of the occurrence via 
email, U.S. mail, phone or other means.  Names will not be shared.

Revised 9/18/2020
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