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He said to them:  
“It is not for you to know the times or seasons  

that the Father has established by his own authority.  
 But you will receive power when the holy Spirit comes upon you,  

and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem,  
throughout Judea and Samaria,  
and to the ends of the earth.” 

— Acts 1:7,8  

Sunday Worship Outline 
Pastor Barbara Anne Keely 

May 2nd: (Lord’s Supper) 
Guest preacher:  Andy Tillman 
“Jesus’ Easy & Light Yoke” 
Matthew 11:25-30 

(If you are attending virtually, 
remember to prepare your own 
communion elements beforehand.) 

May 9th: 
“To Be a Friend of Jesus” 
John 15:9-17 

May 16th: (Praise Band) 
“Connected by Jesus Christ Ascended” 
John 17:10-19; Acts 1:8-11 

May 23rd: (Pentecost) 
“Connected by the Holy Spirit Descended” 
Acts 2:1-21; John 15:26-27 

May 30:   
“Whom Shall I Send?” 
Isaiah 6:1-8, Romans 8:9-17 

Visiting Missionaries May 2nd  
Dave Tillman 

 
 
Andy and Lynette Tillman are missionaries to 
the southern part of the Philippines, operating 
through the organization Beyond.  For many 
years now, FPC has been supporting their 
ministry.  (Yes, Andy is my brother.) 

Andy and Lynette will be at FPC on Sunday 
May 2nd, and Andy will be preaching.  Make sure 
to join us (in person or via Facebook or Zoom) 
to hear about their work in the Philippines. 

For more information about Beyond, visit 
www.beyond.org.  
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Following our Easter joy, the celebration 
continues!  As we have heard in April Worship 
services, Scriptures invite us to encounter the 
Risen Lord, who lovingly reconnects with his 
disciples.  Jesus assures them that the Holy 
Spirt will empower them, so that they may 
continue his ministry on earth.  As we gather for 
worship in May, we begin with Andy Tillman, 
whose ministry this church has supported for 
years, as our guest preacher.  I am excited to 
hear of his work in the Philippines and how God 
continues to work in and through Andy! 

The following Sundays of May encourage us to 
know how God is empowering us to step out in 
faith, as we are reminded how we are invited 
into relationship with Jesus.  We then move to 
the celebration of Jesus’ Ascension back to God, 
and then to Pentecost, as we celebrate the 
coming of the Holy Spirit into the life of all who 
call Jesus “my Lord and my God” (to quote 
Thomas!)  The last Sunday of the month, we will 
turn to Isaiah’s calling, as we consider how each 
of us are called to serve God in our lives. 

Julie Lokken’s article notes 
the Session is assessing the 
multiple ways this church 
serves God.  The strengths 
of this congregation are 
clear, as we talk about the 
work of the Session 
committee, Administrative 
Committee, and the 
Deacons.  Like every multi-
faceted organization, it is essential that 
periodically the leadership steps back, to both 
describe and assesses the organization’s work.  
The purposes of this process are to help identify 
where the church is thriving, and to carefully 
consider if there are areas to be strengthened.   

Like the Ministry Statement the Session 
developed in the autumn, this work is designed 
to both take a careful look at what the church is 
today, and to begin to discern a future that 
builds on today.  Assisting Session in 
developing both of these documents is core 
“transitional” work that I was hired to do, while 
also doing usual pastoral work.  And both will 
assist the Session and your new pastor to work 
together, as they discern God’s leading.   

Blessings, 
Transitional Pastor Barbara Anne Keely 
763-360-4417, pastor@catchourspirit.org  

 

In these times of COVID, this is what our Easter choir looked like.  



 

Maple Leaf 3 May 2021 

 

April Session Meeting Update 
Julie Lokken 

The Session held its monthly stated meeting on 
April 15.  Reports were shared from each elder of 
current activities and discussions.  Following 
are highlights from the April meeting. 

• COVID Response: Guidelines that have 
been put into place to worship in person 
were discussed considering easing 
restrictions by the state.  While occupancy 
maximums for worship have been lifted, 
social distancing measures remain.  
Essentially this means there are no changes 
to our Safely Gathering at FPC procedures. 

• FPC Analysis: The discussion of FPC 
strengths that began in March continued.  
We began to discuss strengths that cross 
over multiple areas of ministry, noting 
examples where the strengths have been 
demonstrated.  A Session Retreat is 
scheduled for Saturday, May 1 where the 
discussion will continue. 

• Upcoming meetings: In addition to the 
Session Retreat on May 1, the next stated 
meeting will be held on May 20. 
 

HUGE Success! 
Sue Prok 

Our March mission 
collections for One Great 
Hour of Sharing and the 
Westonka and WeCAN 
food shelves was a huge 
success!   

We raised $2,285 for OGHS and $2,255 for the 
food shelves.  What an amazing 
accomplishment for a small church.  We praise 
God and thank everyone for their donations and 
prayers for those in our community and the 
greater world that these funds will help support. 

Pastor Nominating Committee 
Mark Anderson 

The Pastor Nominating 
Committee (PNC) 
continues to meet weekly 
to review Pastoral 
Information Forms (PIF) 
that are matched to us on 
the Presbytery website.  We have found a few 
candidates that interest us and that we would 
like to know more about. 

What we do then is contact those selected 
candidates by email to let them know we are 
interested in finding out more about them, to 
see where they are in their search, and if they 
would like to meet with us via Zoom. 

If they are interested, we then conduct a short 
screening interview through Zoom which lasts 
about an hour.  We had our first Zoom interview 
on April 12 and plan to interview at least one 
more candidate before the end of April. 

Our COM liaison is working with us to help 
when we have questions and/or need guidance. 

Please continue to pray for us to receive God’s 
wisdom and guidance as we go through this 
search process.  

If you have any questions regarding the work of 
the PNC, please send them to Mark Anderson at 
m.d.anderson@frontiernet.net or to the PNC at 
PNC@catchourspirit.org. 

 

  

mailto:m.d.anderson@frontiernet.net
mailto:PNC@catchourspirit.org
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Easter Sunrise 
Dave Tillman 

On Easter morning at about 6:50am, the sun rose, and 10 of us were there to experience it.  We didn’t 
“see” it (as you can tell), but we knew it was there, just the same.  It was a beautiful, warm morning 
to remember that first Easter morning two millennia ago.  Some of us stood and sat outside, while 
others participated from the comfort of their cars.  
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FPC Committee Opportunities 
Julie Lokken and others 

With a new year underway, the Session would 
like to share an overview of the various 
committees and available opportunities to serve.  
If you have an interest and would like to 
participate, please reach out to the committee 
point of contact. 

Christian Nurture: Wally Baker  

The Christian Nurture committee oversees the 
education of the congregation.  This committee 
meets to discuss children’s Sunday School, 
Youth Group and Adult Studies.  They also help 
select what topics and curriculum is utilized for 
the church. 

The Fun Committee is part of the Christian 
Nurture responsibilities.  This team helps put 
on some of the major events of the church like 
the McCulley Fall Festival, Easter youth 
activities, the annual picnic, and other fun 
events of the church.  This committee works to 
plan and host events and is always open for 
more helpers.  

Evangelism/Stewardship: Sue Potter  

Sue is in the process of forming a new 
Evangelism/Stewardship Committee.  Ideally, 
she would like to find one or two additional 
members who are interested in helping to 
increase awareness of FPC in the community. 

Mission: Pat Hasse 

The Mission Committee’s work includes 
planning, promoting, and executing special 
offering programs and mission opportunities.  
This includes educating/informing the 
congregation of how mission funds are used by 
various organization. 

Personnel: Kyle Schmidt  

The Personnel Committee provides support and 
encouragement to the Pastor and other staff 
members.  Specific duties include annual staff 
reviews, staff recognition, revising job 
descriptions as needed, resolution of any staff 
concerns, providing input and 
recommendations for staff compensation.  The 
Committee has no scheduled meetings and 
meets as needed throughout the year. 

Technology Committee: Wally Baker 

The Tech Team keeps our church technology 
going for worship activities.  This ranges in 
activities from running the sound, video 
cameras and Power Point on Sundays, to taking 
the cantata on the road, to making 
improvements such as adding the new video 
screen in the sanctuary.  If you are interested in 
helping either run or help maintain technology, 
please contact Wally for more information. 

Worship: Dave Tillman 

The Worship Committee oversees all aspects of 
the worship life of the church.  This includes 
working with the pastor to assist with regular 
worship services and special worship as needed.  
The committee helps to design services such as 
Easter, World Communion, Lent, Advent and 
Praise Services.  As we return to more in-person 
events, we could use more people. 

Administrative Committee: Ryan Goetz 

The purpose of the Administrative Committee is 
to be faithful stewards, administering the 
resources entrusted to us, to serve the mission of 
the church.  Admin meets monthly to review 
financial reports, help build the yearly budget 
and coordinate projects.  This can include 
coordinating mowing, to snow shoveling, to 
basic fix-it projects around the church.  This 
committee helps to facilitate the day to day, 
behind-the-scenes running of the church.  Does 
this sound exciting to you?  Contact Ryan Goetz 
for further information. 

 

Reprinted from last month.  Here 
is your second chance to read it. 



 

 
 

  

 

 
 

Jeff Potter 3  Gina Anderson 18 

Dan Elasky 11  Owen Mayer 21 

Marcy Shaffer 12  Doug Riddell-Dudra 28 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Luann & Dave Tillman 19 

Janet & Jim Shannon 22 

Karen Anderson & Stan Tieva 31 

 

 

 

 

 
 

May 2 Pat Hasse 

May 9 Julie Maas-Kusske 

May 16 Praise Sunday 

May 23 Mark Prok 

May 30 Kyle Schmidt 

 

 



 

 

  

 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

25 
9:00 AM In the Sanctuary and 

Streaming Worship  

10:30 AM - 11:30 AM Holy Yoga  

26 27 
9:30 AM - 10:30 

AM Holy Yoga, 

streaming on Zoom  

28 29 30 1 
Season Meeting 
@ church, 8:00 - 
11:30 AM 

2 
9:00 AM In the Sanctuary and 

Streaming Worship  

Rev Andy Tillman, guest preacher 

10:30 AM - 11:30 AM Holy Yoga  

3 4 
9:30 AM - 10:30 

AM Holy Yoga, 

streaming on Zoom  

6:30 PM Deacons 

on Zoom   

5 6 

 

7 8 

9 
9:00 AM In the Sanctuary and 

Streaming Worship  

10:30 AM - 11:30 AM Holy Yoga  

 

10 11 
9:30 AM - 10:30 

AM Holy Yoga, 

streaming on Zoom  

7:00 PM Admin 

Committee on 

Zoom  

12 13 14 15 

16 
9:00 AM In the Sanctuary and 

Streaming Worship  

10:30 AM - 11:30 AM Holy Yoga  

17 18 
9:30 AM - 10:30 

AM Holy Yoga, 

streaming on Zoom  

19 20 
6:30 PM Session 

on Zoom  

21 22 

23 
Maple Leaf Deadline  

9:00 AM In the Sanctuary and 

Streaming Worship  

10:30 AM - 11:30 AM Holy Yoga  

24 25 
9:30 AM - 10:30 

AM Holy Yoga, 

streaming on Zoom  

26 27 28 29 

30 
9:00 AM In the Sanctuary and 

Streaming Worship  

10:30 AM - 11:30 AM Holy Yoga  

31 

 

1 
9:30 AM - 10:30 

AM Holy Yoga, 

streaming on Zoom  

6:30 PM Deacons 

on Zoom  

2 3 4 5 

 

 

The latest calendar is available at: 

www.CatchOurSpirit.org 

http://www.catchourspirit.org/


 

 

 
First Presbyterian Church 
558 County Road 110 
Maple Plain, MN 55359 

Address correction requested. 
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First Presbyterian Church of  Maple Plain 763-479-2158 
 
Office Hours: Closed 

 

Pastor Rev. Dr. Barbara Anne Keely pastor@CatchOurSpirit.org 
Administrative Assistant Lori Greenblat  office@CatchOurSpirit.org 
Youth Director Mary Cookinham  maresmarios@gmail.com 
Choir Director David Tillman  ChoirDirector@CatchOurSpirit.org 
Clerk of Session Julie Lokken  julie@lokkenconsulting.us 
Deacons Chair Mark & Sue Prok  mprok@frontiernet.net 
Prayer Chain Leader Todd Barkus  prayerchain@CatchOurSpirit.org 
Maple Leaf Editor David Tillman  MapleLeaf@CatchOurSpirit.org 
 
 
Website: www.CatchOurSpirit.org 

mailto:pastor@CatchOurSpirit.org
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