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“Don’t judge each day by the harvest you reap  
but by the seeds that you plant.”   

— Robert Louis Stevenson 

 

In-Person Sunday  
Worship Services Resume 
Dave Tillman 

For the past six months, our Sunday Worship 
Services have been largely limited to virtual 
gatherings via Zoom or Facebook Live.  Over 
the past month, we have held three outdoor, in-
person worship services.  These have drawn 30 
to 40 participants.   

On September 27th, we are resuming Sunday 
Worship services within the church building.  
See the Session report on page 3 for details, in-
cluding the safety procedures that we have in 
place.   

Our Sunday worship services will continue to be 
live streamed via Facebook Live and Zoom. 

McCulley Fall Festival 
Wally Baker 

Please join us for the McCully 
Fall Festival this year.  It will 
be held at the Church Satur-
day, October 10th (and if the 
weather is bad on the 10th will 
plan for the backup to be Oc-
tober 24th).  Bring your chairs 
for a fun gathering outside 
around the bonfire from 3:30–5:30pm.  This will 
be a great time to socialize and enjoy some time 
together.  Look for more details coming soon in 
the announcements.  We will have many volun-
teer opportunities.   

If you are willing to help, please contact Jill 
Schmidt. 

Sunday Worship Outline 
Pastor Barbara Anne Keely 

Here is the guest preacher schedule for October, 
while Pastor Barbara Anne is recovering from 
surgery:   

• October 4: World Communion 
Guest Preacher: Rev. Ron Wipf 

(If you are attending virtually, remem-
ber to prepare your own communion 
elements beforehand.) 

• October 11:  
Guest Preacher: Rev Ron Wipf 

• October 18: Praise Service 
Guest Preacher: Rev. Ron Wipf 

• October 25: 
Guest Preacher: Rev. Dave Garwick 
 

Holy Yoga Is Resuming! 
Sue Potter 

Holy Yoga will be coming back to FPC on Sun-
days at 10:30am, with Jess again as our instruc-
tor.  The first session will be October 4th.  Masks 
are required.   The other details are the same as 
before.
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It still feels like summer, but FPC is diving into 
fall!  In the midst of social distancing and meet-
ings on Zoom, this church family is moving 
forward in faith and hope!  

o We gathered to worship outside twice in 
September, thanked the church staff, and 
dedicated all involved in our educational 
ministries this year. 

o Congregational worshiping in the sanctuary 
begins on September 27th, and worship via 
Facebook and Zoom will continue.  We cel-
ebrate the gifts of returning to the church 
building and continuing our new way of ex-
tending our worshipping family through 
technology – in body and in Spirit! 

o Over 40 people participated in “Hopes for 
the Future”, which Session will work with in 
October.  Terrific ideas and hopes for the fu-
ture were generated, to share with pastoral 
candidates. 

o Session is requesting 
Presbytery permis-
sion to begin the pro-
cess that will culmi-
nate in electing the 
Pastor Nominating 
Committee at a Con-
gregational meeting, 
hopefully on Decem-
ber 6th.  (Please read 
the September Ses-
sion Meeting Summary and the PNC Pro-
cess article in this Maple Leaf). 

o The book study of Soul Feast: An Invitation 
to the Christian Spiritual Life, begun in Sun-
day adult education last March, will begin 
again October 21st, over Zoom (see article). 

o And I look forward to returning to worship – 
with a new hip, on November 1st.   

May God bless you with health, safety, and spir-
itual blessings! 

Barbara Anne 

 

Soul Feast: A Book Study 
Barbara Anne Keely 

Beginning October 21st, I will be leading a 9-
week discussion of Soul Feast: An Invitation to 
the Christian Spiritual Life, by Marjorie Thomp-
son.   

We will meet Wednesdays, 7:00 – 8:00pm, on 
Zoom, to explore aspects of the spiritual life (in-
cluding prayer, worship, sabbath, self-
examination, fasting and hospitality) with op-
portunities to practice individual spiritual pat-
terns.  Soul Feast was to have been the Sunday 
morning book study, beginning last March.  It’s 
time to pick it up again; and invite others to join 

us.  I am excited to discuss 
the book’s topics with you! 

This book is available 
through Amazon, in pa-
perback and on Kindle; 
make sure to get Soul 
Feast “Newly Revised 
Edition’ (2014).  If you de-
cided to participate, read 
Thompson’s Introduction and Chapter 1: 
“Hunger and Thirst for the Spirit: The Spiritual 
Yearning for Our Time”.   Please contact me by 
Tuesday, October 20th, so I can send you the 
October 21st Zoom link and more information.  
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September Session Update 
Julie Lokken, Clerk of Session 

The Session held its monthly stated meeting on 
September 17.  Reports were shared from each 
elder of current activities and discussions.  Fol-
lowing are highlights from the September meet-
ing. 

Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC): Rev. 
Anne Fisher joined Ses-
sion to discuss the pro-
cess and proposed time-
line for forming a PNC.  
Rev. Fisher is the liaison 
for FPC with the Com-
mittee on Ministry 
(CoM).  Session made and approved three mo-
tions: 

• The session will act as the nominating 
committee for the PNC 

• The PNC will be made up of six to eight  
active members 

• A request will be made to the CoM at their 
October meeting to approve that FPC begin 
the process of calling and electing the PNC. 

Session is very excited to begin the next steps, 
building on the Heritage and Hopes & Dreams 
conversations with the congregation.  Please see 
the article (page 4) from Pastor Keeley with the 
proposed timeline, subject to CoM approval. 

FPC Preparedness Plan and Safely Gathering: 
As we prepare to move worship 
indoors on September 27th, the 
FPC Preparedness Plan and 
Safely Gathering at FPC doc-
uments have been updated to 
reflect the following: 

• Indoor worship, when in the sanctuary, will 
be limited to 40 people or less, depending on 
seating arrangements to maintain social dis-
tancing.  Additional seating will be available 
in fellowship hall and will also support social 
distancing. 

• Bulletins will be placed in the pews prior to 
the start of worship to indicate where people 
may sit to maintain social distance.  If you 
are choosing to worship in the sanctuary or 
fellowship hall, it is not necessary to bring a 
printed copy from home or view the bulletin 
on your mobile device. 

• When exiting the church, attendees are 
asked to take bulletins, used tissues or any 
other personal items with them when they 
exit the church. 

As communicated before, streaming via Face-
book Live and Zoom remains the safest option 
for worshiping and will continue to be offered 
for those who wish to worship from their homes. 

Upcoming meetings:  

• The session will meet again at the next stat-
ed meeting on October 15th.  At that meeting, 
we will review the Hopes & Dreams com-
ments, before submitting the request to the 
CoM for approval to begin the PNC process.   

• The CoM will meet on October 19th. 

Barbara Anne Surgery 
 
Pastor Keely is having hip replacement surgery 
on Monday, September 28th.  Because she will be 
quarantined following her COVID-19 test on 
September 25th, she is beginning her 3-week va-
cation that day.  She will return to working from 
home on Tuesday, October 20th.  We will wel-
come Barbara Anne back to leading worship on 
Sunday, November 1st.    

Please hold her in prayer during her surgery and 
through her recovery.  Get well notes may be 
sent by email (pastor@catchourspirit.org) or to 
her home: Unit B, 11525 Baltimore St. NE, 
Blaine, MN 55449-4634.  Please no calls while 
she is on vacation. 

In case of a pastoral emergency, call Julie 
Lokken @ 763-607-0736.  
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Electing a Pastor Nominating 
Committee:  The Congrega-
tional Process 
Barbara Anne 

First Presbyterian has identified who we are as a 
church, and explored our hopes and ideas for 
the future.  As these pieces come together, Ses-
sion has voted to request the Presbytery’s 
Committee on Ministry (COM) to allow FPC to 
elect a Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC).  
We are hoping to receive their approval at their 
October 19 meeting.  This article outlines the 
basic process (and potential dates) that will lead 
to the election of the PNC at the Congregational 
Meeting after worship on December 6th.   

Congregational discernment:  Being elected to 
serve on the PNC is understood to be a call by 
the Holy Spirit, for the sake of the life of this 
church.  So, we begin with the whole congrega-
tion praying to discern God’s will (Romans 
12:2).  Discernment is the process of being open 
to God, so decisions are Spirit-led, and not just 
what we want.  We begin with daily prayer, as 
this opens us to hearing and seeing God work-
ing throughout the day.  

We ask everyone to begin this discernment pro-
cess now.  Please pray for our church family, 
and ask the Spirit to help you become aware of 
those members who have the spiritual depth, 
personal commitments, and experiences in the 
life of our church, to suggest they might be 
good members to be considered for nomination.  
The PNC will be 6-8 members who will bring 
their openness to God and to each other, as they 
carefully consider where God may be leading 
this church.  It will be built around this sense of 
call, not by picking individuals to represent a 
part of the congregation.  

Suggesting members to consider being on the 
PNC:  You are encouraged to look through the 
directory and prayerfully consider current mem-
bers to suggest being considered for nomination 
to be elected to the PNC.  Also, if you believe 
this description fits you, consider suggesting 
yourself.   As you have members to suggest, 
please send their names to Barbara Anne (pas-

tor@catchourspirit.org).  This process of sug-
gesting possible nominees to the PNC is begin-
ning now.  Once the Committee on Ministry ap-
proves our request on October 19th, we will re-
mind everyone again.  Suggestions of those who 
might be nominated must be received by Barba-
ra Anne by Monday, October 26th.  Please put 
“PNC suggestions” in the email subject line. 

Informational meetings, regarding serving on 
the PNC:  Everyone suggested will be contacted 
(by email and a mailed letter), informing them 
that someone has suggested their name as a po-
tential member of the PNC.  They are invited to 
attend an informational meeting about the 
PNC.  If they DO NOT attend, they are no 
longer considered a potential member of the 
PNC.  The information meetings will be led by 
Rev. Anne Fisher, our liaison with the Presby-
tery COM, as she will work with the PNC 
through its 9-to-12-month process.  Barbara 
Anne will attend, to note who is there, etc.   
These will be held on Zoom; the work of the 
PNC will also be on Zoom.  Three meetings are 
scheduled: Tuesday, November 3 @ 2pm; Sun-
day, November 8 @ 4:30pm; & Monday, No-
vember 9 @ 6:30 pm.  

The informational meeting outlines the process 
and gives realistic expectations to the search 
process and the skills for the search.  There is an 
opportunity to ask questions.  Those attending 
are asked to pray and consider if this is what 
God is calling them to do: to be CONSIDERED 
to serve, if asked.  By Friday, Nov. 13, they need 
to contact Barbara Anne if they feel they would 
not be able serve if asked.  

Nominating PNC:  All the members on the final 
list will understand the work of the PNC and be 
willing to serve.  This list will be brought to the 
November 19 Session meeting.  The Session, 
serving as the PNC Nominating Committee, 
will select those 6-8 members to be nominated.  

Election of PNC:  Notice of the December 6th 
Congregational Meeting, including the names of 
those nominated by the Session, will be emailed 
to members on November 20th, and will be an-
nounced in the bulletin on November 22nd and 
November 29th.   
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Mission Plus  
Pat Hasse 

Mission Plus are mis-
sion monies that we at 
First Presbyterian give 
directly to organizations that the mission com-
mittee choses.  Other Mission funds go to vari-
ous levels of PCUSA.   

Mission committee members (Carol Anderson, 
Luann Tillman & Betsy Wolf) will be writing 
Maple Leaf articles in October, November, and 
December.  These will provide detailed infor-
mation on the organizations we are giving to.  
Check out the Maple Leaf article written this 
month by Luann Tillman (on page 6).  More in-
formation about how the committee chose the 
organizations will be given later.  

PLEASE READ THESE ARTICLES. 

Peace&Global Witness Offering 
Pat Hasse 

First Presbyterian has participated in this offer-
ing for several years.  Usually we finish collect-
ing this on World Communion Sunday.  This 
year we will collect this offering thru October.  
Your gifts will help more people experience the 
freedom and dignity that Christ wants for every-
one. 

These are difficult times, but we ask each of you 
consider giving to this offering.  Thank you. 

 
 

Waneta Anderson 5  Merilyn Rogers 22 
Lois Kukuk 6  Aaron Barkus 24 
Amber Goetz 11  Heather Baker 26 
Jay Schied 16  Jason Tillman 26 
Wally Baker 18  Kathy Holida 30 

 

 
Shawn & Dan Elasky 1  Virginia & Rod MacCharles 10 
Beth & Alan Holida 3  Julie Maas-Kusske & Bart Kusske 11 
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Mission Focus: Andy Tillman 
Luann Tillman 

Act Beyond is the organization where Andy 
Tillman mentors and coaches Filipinos reaching 
Muslims in the Southern Philippines. 

 
Asad, one of his mentees started with just three 
Faithful Followers in his village three years ago. 
Today he has over 60 Followers.  Two months 
into the Covid-19 crisis, Asad’s seven-year-old 
nephew got sick.  Asad joined their extended 
family at his brother’s house.  His brother was 
part of Asad’s Bible Discovery group, but the 
rest of the family was not. 

With a high fever and having difficulty breath-
ing they decided to take the boy to the hospital. 
When they arrived at the main highway, they 
were denied access at the first Covid-19 check-
point and had to return home.  At this point eve-
ryone was fearing for the boy’s life.  Asad prayed 
out loud in front of everyone gathered around 

asking God to heal the boy in the name of Isa al 
Masih (Jesus the Messiah).  Asad shared with 
Andy that after he prayed, he could feel a “ten-
sion” leave the boy’s body, and within a few 
hours his nephew asked for food.  The following 
day he was out playing again with his friends. 

Our Lord is in the business of reaching people – 
through His Word, His healing power, His vi-
sions, and His spirit in all the difficult contexts 
of our lives – even in Covid-19.  Andy asks for 
our prayers for Asad as he follows up with all 
these witnesses to the grace and power of our 
God.  Pray they would choose to follow Jesus. 

Oddly enough, back in November Andy and a 
colleague did a Followers Movement training 
with 12 “denominational” pastors who had their 
own churches.  He continues to have a monthly 
Zoom coaching call with them.  Currently in the 
Philippines people are still not allowed to gather 
in churches. The idea of reaching the Lost more 
effectively by going outside the four walls of the 
church building is daunting to these pastors. To 
choose to be GOING to the Lost instead of IN-
VITING the Lost into their church.  But once 
the pandemic hit it was as if the Lord blew 
down the four walls of these pastors’ churches. 

Today there are over 70 (and growing) house 
churches among this group of pastors.  They 
have answered the Lord’s call to GO.  Praise the 
Lord in how he is moving his church out into 
the world via this present crisis. 

This is one of Asad’s Discovery Bible Groups – this 
one is being held in their community’s mosque.  
They are using printed Gospels as they study the 
word together.  Their faces are blurred since they 
could be imprisoned if caught studying the Bible. 

 



 

 

Lori Greenblat Surgery 
 
Lori has rotator cuff surgery scheduled for November 4th.  She will need to quaran-
tine for a week prior to surgery and recovery requires two weeks post-op, with little 
to no movement after the first two weeks.   

She will not be in the office beginning October 26th; and will be out through No-
vember 20th.  After the first two weeks of recovery she hopes to be able to do typing 
and desk work from home.   

Please keep Lori in your prayers during this time. 

 

  

 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

27 
9:00 AM Praise Service: In the 
Sanctuary and Streaming Wor-
ship  

28 29 
  

30 1 2 3 

4 
9:00 AM In the Sanctuary and 
Streaming Worship 
10:30-11:00 AM Holy Yoga  

5 6 
7:00 PM Deacons  
on Zoom  

7 8 9 10 
3:30-5:30 PM 
McCulley Fall  
Festival 

11 
9:00 AM In the Sanctuary and 
Streaming Worship  
10:30-11:00 AM Holy Yoga 

12 13 
7:00 PM Admin 
Committee on 
Zoom 

14 15 
6:30 PM Session 
on Zoom 
  

16 17 

18 
9:00 AM In the Sanctuary and 
Streaming Worship 
10:30-11:00 AM Holy Yoga 
Maple Leaf Deadline  

19 20 21 
7:00-8:00 PM 
Adult Book Study 

22  23 24 

25 
9:00 AM In the Sanctuary and 
Streaming Worship  
10:30-11:00 AM Holy Yoga 

26 27 28 
7:00-8:00 PM 
Adult Book Study 

29 30 31

Happy Halloween 
 

The latest calendar is available at: 
www.CatchOurSpirit.org 
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First Presbyterian Church of  Maple Plain 763-479-2158 
 
Office Hours: Closed 

 

Pastor Rev. Dr. Barbara Anne Keely pastor@CatchOurSpirit.org 
Administrative Assistant Lori Greenblat  office@CatchOurSpirit.org 
Youth Director Mary Cookinham  maresmarios@gmail.com 
Choir Director David Tillman  ChoirDirector@CatchOurSpirit.org 
Clerk of Session Julie Lokken  jmlokken@charter.net 
Deacons Chair Mark & Sue Prok  mprok@frontiernet.net 
Prayer Chain Leader Todd Barkus  prayerchain@CatchOurSpirit.org 
Maple Leaf Editor David Tillman  MapleLeaf@CatchOurSpirit.org 
 
 
Website: www.CatchOurSpirit.org 


